
I’ve been thinking and praying the last few months 
around the theme of “Strong Church.” 

I really have no interest in church solely as “social club.” Although, good churches bond 
people to one another in spectacular ways. I have no interest in church simply as a 
weekend “event” that we all go to. Although, the coming together of God’s people on the 
Lord’s Day for worship really is a cosmic assault on sin, evil, and darkness. I have no interest 
in church as a means to “self-improvement therapy.” Although, the church when joined 
with its Lord, its biblical doctrine (beliefs) and its members provide the kind of soul-healing 
and life-coaching that no book store or self-help guru can ever offer, despite their shallow 
promises. 

Well, you say, then what kind of interest do I have in 
“church?”  

I have an interest in seeing Jesus’ Church make Jesus’ beauty and authority palpable. I have 
an interest in seeing His Church willing to follow His command to make disciples, no matter 
the cost. 

Church, which means “assembly,” is the only thing in all of Scripture that Jesus says He will 
build (Matt 16:18). He means it to be the outpost by which the whole world can know that 
He is God. The church is Jesus’ only plan to save sinners. There is no plan B. 

The Church is not simply an event, or social club, or center-for-personal-therapy, but is the 
assembled group of Jesus’ people who have been called out of darkness and into the light 
(Acts 2:44; 1 Peter 2:9-10). It’s this metamorphosis that assures a watching world that Jesus 
is real. Think of how it feels to be shivering in the shade and wishing the sun would peak out 
from behind the clouds…then your wish is granted and the sun’s warmth washes over your 
skin. You bask in it and turn your face upwards towards God’s sun in enjoyment. A similar 
thing occurs spiritually when we encounter Jesus and live alongside Him. 

As we live alongside Jesus and bask in the abundance of His warmth, you and I — His 
Church, His disciples — have been given a single message to proclaim in as many ways as 
we can for all we now have and continue to receive from Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

It is the message “Jesus is Lord.” (Romans 10:9; Isaiah 46:9; Acts 4:12). 

We proclaim our message with love. We proclaim it with raw conviction. We proclaim it in 
boldness and in a new kind of power (Holy Spirit). We proclaim it with mouths and hearts 
full of prayer. We proclaim it according to the Bible. We proclaim it as the newly formed 
people of God sent out on the mission of God. What is the mission of God? It’s to seek out 
and help the lost ones find their way home. We rely fully on Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to 
provide us the means (resources) and the motivations (sacrifice). 



Church is no event that we go to or thing we do, but, 
because of Jesus, CHURCH is fully who we now are. 

We are fundamentally different than we were before we knew Christ. We have been reborn 
and remade. We are being renewed and reshaped day-by-day.  

We’ve been given new motives and new resources. We’ve been given a new kind of love that 
goes as far as possible, even to loving those who don’t love us. We’ve been given mercy and 
grace and the means to extend this same mercy and grace to others. “Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy” (1 Peter 2:10). 

The interest that I have in Church as your pastor is to see Jesus Christ worshipped, 
experienced, and loved in all of life. I long to see you and I mature and grow more deeply 
into His image (Romans 8:29). I long to see us sent out to proclaim Him; knowing our bibles, 
having vibrant prayer lives, and bold words of wisdom crafted between our teeth. I get 
twisted up in my guts thinking of those we love who continue to reject Jesus. I lose sleep 
over our health and maturity as a church. I fret about the decisions and excuses we make 
and the objects and longings we give so much of our affections to. Objects that will top off 
our landfills and longings that can ultimately ruin our souls. And then I remember…It’s Jesus 
who builds His Church. Yet, don’t forget: 

Jesus builds His Church up through His people. He 
aims to employ you…me…them…to testify to a 
watching and needful world that Jesus is the God who 
Saves. (Jesus literally means “God Saves.”) 

Where are the men who will be used by God to strengthen His Church? Is it you? 
Where are the women who will be used by God to strengthen His Church? Is it you? 
Where are the children who will be used by God to strengthen His Church? Is it you? 

The certain result of a Strong Church filled with bold 
disciples will be more Gospel-gripped, Spirit-filled, 
Kingdom-minded disciples made, raised up, & sent out 
— beginning in 2017. Will you join us? I pray you do. 

*** RSVP FOR MARCH 12 CORE-TEAM DINNER 
to jared@alloflife.church BY MARCH 10. ***


